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Dear Members,

I am delighted to say that we are well on our way to developing a
Certification Program for Nurse Educators.

The Importance of Certification Is Clear

Certification in any field is a mark of professionalism. For academic
nurse educators it establishes nursing education as a specialty area of
practice and creates a means for individuals to demonstrate their
expertise in this role. And it telegraphs to others that we are meeting
the highest standards of excellence.

The Need Is Great

The need for certification has been overwhelmingly attested to by individuals in our profession.
Last March, the NLN fielded two e-mail surveys, one targeted to deans, directors, and chairs
of nursing programs, and the other to faculty. More than 3,000 responses were received from
every state and from all types of nursing education programs.

Eighty percent of deans and directors considered certified educators beneficial to their programs
and felt certification would motivate faculty and promote program excellence. Certification is
especially important to deans and directors as they now need to rely more on part-time and
even full-time faculty who have not had traditional preparation as educators. Similarly, more
than three-quarters of the respondents from the faculty survey indicated that they wanted
certification as nurse educators.

The Process Is Slow and Exacting

Because breaking new ground is no easy task, we are being scrupulously careful and taking
every measure possible to assure that the NLN Academic Nurse Educator Certification Program
is of the highest quality. A talented and highly qualified coordinator has been selected. And,
we have appointed the members and chairs of the Governance, Policy, and Procedures and
Test Development Committees. These teams have extraordinary credentials; we know that their
work will ensure the integrity and soundness of the process. You will hear more about the
committees and their work in the rest of this newsletter.

If we are truly to shape the future of nursing education, this is an important step forward.
As always, we welcome your comments and input.

Ruth D. Corcoran, EdD, RN
Chief Executive Officer






